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2 5 lle following Pitt 
was wor originally deen. 
ed to be publiſbod, I think 
it neceſſary to inform the 
"World, that it nom ap- 
pears abroad in vindication 
of irfolf Hom the al natured Cenſures and 
groſs 02s <A ＋ youre" 1 15 
Reverend Auditors. 
TRUT H'hes always applied to: Ive 
5/6 amiable L, and Prejudice and . 
Bigotry in ſuch diſinal and deform'd 
Colours, that I have long been uſed to 
think it my Duty, upon all proper Occa- 
ſions to endeavour the Advancement of 
Shak, and Rooting out of this. © 
HAT Jucceſs I haue had in the a 
preſent Undertaking, is evident from the 
almoſt general Cry that has been raiſed 
againſt me, and the ſevere Names I have 
Len branded: 201th, for ſpeaking the Di- 
A 2 ctates 
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PR P 51 E 1 A c E. 
5 * my Conſcience with Freedom and <4 


Sincerity. 


5 IS nndeed 4 Sia Caſe, that Rel. 
ould be attended with ſuch de. 
lab Circumſtances, as not to be per. 


mittea the Teſt of Reaſon, . but muſt be 


ſubject to the partial and obſtinate Paſſions 
of perverſe Men. Truth ſbines always 
the brighter for being oppoſed, and if what 
T have ſaid may ſeem to caſt ſome ſhade 
over it, a candid Expoſtulation from my 
Reverend Brethren would have been of 


much more Service, than the opprobrious 


Names of Eraſtian, Heretic, and Apoſtate. 


Tris always a Preſumption Fa bad Cauſe, 
| when foul Language is called in to ſup- 
ply the Place of Argument; and it was 


pertinently enough ſaid by one upon this 
Occaſion, that Demetrius and the Craſtſ- 


men might well be full of Wrath, when 


their Craft was in Danger to * fet at 


_ naught. 


"THE Subjett of the following Shots 
is the Reſult of an impartial Enquiry in. 


to the Nature of a Chriſtian Church, 


' which were deſigned as the Foundation 


a much larger Work, which I pur 


© ces Goa a ſome time or ot her to 
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The PRE FA C B. 


publiſh: Anu I profeſs that neither In 
tereſt nor Scepticiſm, neither Oftentation- 


Truth, was. rhe wy covers mnduced 3 me 
to ſprak our. 

WHE THER e Fe id * 
fee or no, the World "muſt" now 
judge, to me it appears ſo : and if I have 


err d, tis with'a good Conſcienre, and 


4 Readineſs. to retract upon ſufficient 
Conviction. I have Reaſon to complain 


E the Miſtepreſentations my Sermon bas 


fuffer d, and how many Things I have 
been made to ſay, which I never thought 
of. A Reverend Brother, who wa m- 
ny Miles off when it was deliver d, has 
more than once preach'd his Audience o 
Heep, in confuring T, e 1 never 4d. 
vanc d. 

ALL beer to a to this is, that 
T have Printed my Diſcourſe faithfully 
and entirely, as it was deliver d from the 
Pulpit, without any the leaſt Altera- 


tion; chuſing rather to truſt the Candour © 


of my Reader with any unguarded Slip 
that may be found in it, than undergo the 
Charge of a Falſification. I declare ſo- 


ann, notwithſtanding what has been in- 
Jill 1 ſinuared 


vor Ill nature, but 4 hearty" Love of 


s ne | : 
. 
). 


"EE 


% 


5 


vi Wee E EF A' GE 
| ſinuated by ſame of my Brethren; that. g 


3 


eſteem and honour Epiſcopacy as muth gg 


any one, as it it an Apoſtolical Inſtituti. 
en, an Inſtitution excellently adapted iu 


the Circumſtances of the Times, and ay 


45. to its being eſſential ta the Church, I 
think I haue Reaſon to denx. Iu à Word, 


&s the Church of England by Law efta- 
bliſbed i is ſubjef7 to the King's. Supremacy, 
(whoſe Power within his Realms of Exp- 
land, Scotland, and Ireland, and all o. 
ther his Dominions and Countries, is the 
higheſt Power under God; to whom all 
Mien, as well Inhabitants, as born within 
the ſame, do by God's Laws owe molt 
Loyalty and Obedience, afore and above 
all other Powers and Potentates in the 
Earth *) I have nothing to object againf 


thoſe Powers. committed, - by. lawful Au- 


 thority, to her Truſt, aud ſball ever think 
myſelf in Conſcience obliged to pay all due 


Reverence to her Dignitaries, and thoſe 


of her that exerciſe any Juriſdiction. 


AS to what has been binted, that I 
have borrow'd ſome Thoughts from the 
Independene Whig, ne The OE: 1 


| * Can. Is 


— 


Inſtitut ion ſetileu by the Legiſlature; but 


the | 


—— OF | Sl” A A 1 A 


— 
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The PREFACE,” 

the Chriſtian” Church; J anſwer;' that 
is impaſſible to write upon 4 Subject of 
this. Nature, without ſaving many thing 

that have been. ſaid before :* As te the 
Boots mentioned, I muſt own: there are 
many Things incomparably' well ſaid, and 
much juſt and demonſtrative Reaſoning : 
And tho Icannot agree with the general 

Tenour and Dejign of thoſe. Writes, yet 


where any Argument has apmured to me 
juſt and ronelufrue, and by. Confequence is 
become my own, "tis very poſſibie, in treat+ 
ing upon the ſame Subjett, 'T may have 
expreſs d the ſame Thought, I profeſs, 
Thave no otherwiſe made Uſe of the fore: 
mention d Books, than as the ſame Ow 

may have occurr d to me naturally, and and 
without 4 Defign of copying. This,” 1 
think, will appear to any Fudge of uri. 
ting, from my different Method of hand: 
ling the ſame T houg hts,. and the Variety 
of Language in which I have expreſſed 
them. 

TO conelude, IR Reception the fol: 
lowing Diſcourſe will meet with in the 
World, I neither know, nor care. I urite 
fer no Man's Favour, nor fear any one's 
Pede Trutb, and the Cauſe of 


Pure 


vith W ae 


| pure Religion, with me, ſuperſedes all OY 
hes Conſiderations; for the Sake of which 


Jam content to face an Inquiſition, or 1% 


flarue in 4 Dungeon, to be deſtitute, af. 


flicted, tormented, to wander about in 
Goat-skins, and Sheep-skins, to be flayd. 


with Scourges, or broken on Racks. Let 


2 Tenorance then, or Ill. Nature, rage as bor. 
ribly as it uill, let Cenſures and Perſe. - 
eution purſue me even to Death, let my 


Reputation deſcend down. ta ſucceeding 


Generations branded with all the Infa. 


my of Hereſy and Miſcreancy ; yet while 


IJ live, there will be ſomething within, 


will always ſpeak Peace in the midſt of 


4 fiubborn and perverſe World; and 4. 


youd the Grave, a Gov that will one 
Day reward thoſe that have  ſuffer'd far. 
Truth and Righteouſneſs Sake. Thus 
does it behove a Chriſtian, thus 4 Min: 


fer fi the, Gabe to al. 
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Thus Bure ye * the 1 
f Go of none yo by . tra- 
diam. 


r has ever been the un- 
r J happy fate of Superſtition, 
that by pretending to too 
FX. much Religion, it has ſap- - 
Se Vp I ped the Foundation of all 
Religion ; 3 Nad by being productive of 
Traditions, that have no being but in a 
blind miſtaken Zeal, it has levell'd the di- 
vine Oracles of the moſt high God, with | 
the weak Opinions of frail Men. | 3 
 PrIESTCRAFT has generally been re- 
puted the Parent of Superſtition, and as 
it is the undoubted Intereſt, ſo has it been 
the great Deſign of Prieſts of all Religi- 
_ to inculcate this profitable: Detuſion; - 
EP A B THE 


The Traditions of the Conner, = 


5s  Cletgy of the Church' of N. 

had never riſen to that prodigious height 

> of Grandeur and Glory, had not, by their 
means, Tranſubſtantiation long ago jul 
led Reaſon out of Doors z and the Per 

" Tafallibility been a more inconteſtable Ar. 
ticle of Faith than that our Saviour died 
to ſave ſinners; to deny the Prieſt's power 
of Abſolution, as damnable as Adultery 
or Inceſt, and not to bow to the Altar, 
as Murder or Rebellion. All their pious 
Frauds and legendary Tales of Saints and 
Miracles, were confeſſedly calculated for 
this end, to aggrandize the Order of an 
ambitious Prieſthood, and to give thema 


— op — 3 od aw aww 


dazzling Luſtre in the Eyes of the * ſ 

gar. v 

TIE Pagzniſin of old Rome had neyet il © 

kept its Ground, nor its Prieſts. been had a 

in ſo much Honour and Eſteem, but for n 
their well projected Deceit of Augurs and | 
 Haruſpices, of the Sibylls and Duumi WU u 

. ri Their Dies faſti and nefaſti, theit n 
Epulæ and their Feriæ were of infinite WF tl 
Uſe in the ſolemn Pageantry ; and the te. tl 

moval of the profane Vulgar from theit W ir 


horrid Myſteries continued an awful De- 


ference and Veneration. 
| | 'T HE 


gene 1 "i 
Tur grand Impoſtor Mahomet had now 
' ſlept undiſtinguiſh'd amongſt the forgot- 
ten ruins of Mortality, and his Bista. | 
untalk d of and unknown had periſh'd: 
ö with him, but for the pretended Viſions! - 
. he faw, and ſtrange Voices he heard in 
4 the Cave of Hira, and his n Cant 
„ MW verſe with the Angel Gabriel. 5 
Tu E Fewifh Doctors had never eg 
tained the firſt Poſts of Honour and Eſteem, 
but for their diligently inculcating thoſe 
4 abominable Traditions of their Elders, 
which Grotius and ws Moy: BEA ape 
their Talmud x. 

WAS Religion indeed nerbing! * 4 
politick Inſtitution, was there neither Re- 
yelation nor God in the World, this Pro- 
cedure had been not only tolerable, but 
a well-concerted Scheme of furure —_— | 
neſs; {95197 25 5 

Ap as long as the World Was _— 
under this Prieſtly Domination, there was 
no mighty miſchief done; or if a few of 

the wiſer part of Mankind had found out 
the Cheat, it had probably been buried 
in their own Breaſts.” For who that has 


— — — 
* Gro, in Matt. xv. Teer H. 
a B 2 8 | \ any 


4 TheTradition ons of the'Cixier 
any Regard to his own Welfare; to his 
Life or his Poſſeſſions, would endeavo 
to undeceive the World in à Point, in 
Vhich it is eee Man'sIntereſt they ſhould 
be deceived? 13 110 in alu 
Bur when we are how there is a God 
that ruleth in the Kingdoms of the Earth; - 
a a God that hath revealed his Will by 4 
ny infallible Proofs ; and hath tranſmit. 
ted a perpetual Memorial thereof; to us 
and our Poſterity for ever; his Word is 
to be ſuppoſed. ſufficient to ditect out 
Lives and Converſations, and to guide 
us, without other Helps, in the May that 
leadeth to eternal Life. All other Reli. 
gious Doctrines and Traditions, beſides 
thoſe contained in the Divine, Oracles, 
are the Doctrines of Devils, broach d on 
purpoſe to affront the all-wiſe Majeſty of 
Heaven, by making him the Author of a 
Revelation imperfect, and dagger 
for the End deſign . ä | 
Ir the Loſs or Salvation of our Souls 
depend upon what God has reveal'd to us 

in Scripture, as I believe no Chriſtian will 
deny, then that Revelation muſt be ſuf- | 
ficient of itſelf for Salvation, or God is 


an w axfere and eruel Mafter, reaping where 
| oy 


| Difrattiveef RnuieroMn, 27 
he has not ſoum, and en OP 
has net Nr f... #2; 

Nor HIN G then can excuſe an And 

tious Prieſthood, who tamper with the 
Conſciences of Men, who preach up Do- 
arines unknown to the Scriptures, and 
male void the Command ment of ; God: by 
their, Tradition, who have more Regard: 
to their own Greatneſs, than the Salvati- 
on of thoſe to whom they preach, and 
who prefer their Authority over, to nk 
Care of, the Churches. 

War ſhall be done to-thefe: Watch- 
men that are blind, greedy Dogs that can 
never have enough, Shepherds that can- 
not underſtand, that all look to their oum 

Mar, every one for his Gain from his 
Quarter ? Can they ſay with St Paul. they 

are free from the Blood of all Men? Or 
ſhall not rather the Blood of Numbers 
that have periſhed thro' their Default, be 
rigorouſly. required at their Hands? 
ONE would think it needleſs to en- 
quire, whether the eſtabliſh'd Church of 1 

this Nation laboured under the ſame Er- 
tors? A Church that calls herſelf pure 
and reform'd, and her Miniſtry orthodox. 
and Apoſtolical. But alas! tis too true, 


( ©! 


& TheTraditions of the CLERGy. 
wants yet Purity and Reformation, het 
lical as is generally -imagined z the Spirit 
of the old Harlat her Mother is not yet 

forgotten; the primitive Thirſt for Gran. 
deur and Ambition reigns ſadly Trium. 
phant; the Honour of the holy Function 
is to be defended at any Rate, and the 
Laity to be depreſs d to harmleſs Beaſts of 
Burden, the W —— * _ 
. n! 8) 
 - TanRBR are, ont diſpure, 4mnoiig 
the Clergy of this Nation, many mode- 
rate and brave Men, who make the Ga- 
Jp Wm the Rule of their Profeſſi· 
on, and prefer the Commandments of 
God to the Traditions of Men. But then. 
there are too many of a contrary Strain, 
haughty and enthuſiaſtic Men, who call 
themſelves; and thoſe of their Order, the 
Spiritual Princes of the Earth, who wreſt 
the Prerogative of God out of his ſacred 
Hands, who juſtle Omnipotence out of 
the World, and ſubſtitute themſelves in 
its Place, making void err 
7 God 25 _ Traditions. e 


—n—_ 1 I SHvLL 


|»  DeſralSivrof RG n. 7 

I SHALL therefore in the following 
Diſcourſe endeavour to ſhew, wherein the 
Clergy of this Nation oppoſe the ir vain 
and human Traditions, to n ee 


N topo 


Bop, With nenden to their i Mii on. 
And | 


baer, Win Relation to o er 4. 


k FL With Relation to their 1 a | 


r there ERS be ſome to preach 
expound 1 the Word of God, as long as 
there is a Church and a Religion, . ſeems 
to me neceſſary beyond diſpute. . For 
while Mankind is a Mixt Multitude of 

ignorant and Careleſs, of Men of Buſineſs 
| and Men of Pleaſure ; while there are 
Cares of the  Warld, and Deceitfulneſs 
of Riches, to choak the good Word ' of 
God, and render i it barren and, unfruitful; 
tis neceſſary Mankind ſhould always have 
1 Monitor ready at hand #0 preach the 
Ward, to be fan; in Seaſon, and out of 


Seaſon ; 5 


3 The Traditions of ths fer 129 
wigs bow | 


Seaſon; to reprove; "rebuke, ex 


all long:ſuffering and Doctrine 
ſhall they hear without a — 


Ir ist as neceſſary there ſhould: be come 


Foie of Government, ſome kind of Diſ- 


cipline in the Church; for without it there 


could be: no ſuch thing as Unity, which 
is eſſential thereto. All the difficulty is, 


what Rule ought to be obſerved in the 
Management of this- Affair; which muſt £ 


never be left to every one's private and 
diſcretionary Conduct; for then might 


all be Preachers and no Hearers, all Go- 
vernours and none to be governed. Some 


kind of Miſſion is abſolutely neceſſary, for 
the Sake of Order and to avoid Confu- 


ſion, for 
they be ſent? 


Io rhat as our Church has Te 
nets and Opinions of her own, with * 


peculiar Stiffneſs in this Reſpect, ſo to 


oppoſe and contradict them, at this Time 


0 Day, is! in her candid Judgment, a kind 


oF of Eraſtianiſm little better than Hereſy: 


But regardleſs of a Name, and for the 
ſake of Truth, I ſhall however enquire in- 


 endeayout 


how ſhall 12 Preach except 


to the Foundation of her 8 and 5 


| Defrattive of Asten 99 
— to: ſet this Queſtion in as clear : 
a Light as the thing will admit of. 

' I THINK it is evident beyond all Dis 
bote, both from Scripture and the earlieſt 
Writings of the Church, that the Apo- 
ſtles, after our Saviour's Death, by Au- 
thority committed to them, conſtituted 
an Ordet of Men, to govern and take 
Care of the Church, and to ordain in- 
ſerior Miniſters in every Place. 

Ir is no leſs evident, that this Order 
has been continued down in a long unin- 
tetrupted Succeſſion to the preſent Time; 
and in all Probability may be continued 
down till Time ſhall be no more. 
Fon this Apoſtolical Inſtitution, out 
Clergy deſirous to perſuade the World 
that they have ſomething in them of ſo 
Divine a Nature, as in an eſpecial Mannet 
diſtinguiſhes them from the reſt of Man- 
kind, draw this pleaſant Inference in fa- 
your of themſelves; vis. That Epiſcopal 
Ordination is eſſential to the Church of 
Chriſt, that without it the pure Word of 
God cannot be preached, nor the Sacra- 
ments duly adminiſtred, and conſequent- 
ly that there are no true Churches upon 
—_ but thoſe of England andeRome. 
| C WHETHER 


4 The Traditions «of the Gather. 
- WHETHER theſe Tenets be conſiſtent 
| wart Chriſtian Charity or no, that Cha- 
rity which believeth all Things, hopeth 
all Things, that Charity ich Judgtth 
not belt it be judged, I ſhall not now en. 
quire. I ſhall. juſt obſerve by the way, 
that in a Church reform'd and eſtabliſh'd 
by Law as ours is, under the Epiſcopal 
Oeconomy, tis an Inſtitution abſolutely 
- neceſlary for the Call of ſuch as are to 

be ſet apart for the Adminiſtration of 
ſacred things, an Inſtitution laudable and 
excellent in itſelf, and admirably adapted 

for the Conſeryation of Peace, Decen- 
cy, and Order. But that tis eſſential 
to a Chriſtian Church is not ſo wy; 


granted. 


IF Epiſcopal Ordination be an eſſential 
Call to the Miniſtry of the Goſpel ; it 
muſt be ſo upon one of the following 
Accounts. Lier + gh 


. Wy it was a inflirated woot ha Apoſtle | 
for a poſitive and perpetual Ordi- 
nance. Or, 


2. As 


wee, of OY it 
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5 26; Asi it conveys to bed upon whom 
it is conferr'd, ſome: neceſſary Re-. 
f for the W of the Golfen 5 


As to 0 fir, Thar it was 5 inſtituted 4 
by the Apoſtles for a MW. and . 1 
tual Ordinance, 2101 


I SHALL beg nude to obſerve;! 3 
THAT as whatever is inftituted by the 


Apoſtles for a poſitive and perpetual Or- 
dinance, muſt- be a neceſſary and indiſ- 
penſable Term of Salvation; ſo tis in- 


conſiſtent with the Goodneſs of God, to 
hide and obſcute ſuch Ordinances in Dark- 
| neſs and Ambiguities, which are of ſuch 


vaſt Importance to the eternal State of 


| all Mankind. As long as our God is @ - 
good and gracious God, full of Mercy and 


Compaſſion, he cannot but. make every: 


Thing that concerns the everlaſting Hap- 


pineſs of our Souls, clear, obvious, and 
indiſputable. But that this concerning E- 
piſcopal Ordination is not ſo, I leave its 
moſt bigotted Patrons to judge. The pre- 
ſent State of the Church of Scotland, of 
the reformed Churches abroad, and of 
the modern Diſſenters in England is an 

C3. incon- 


12 — he Ouiey 
| inconteſtable Evidence of this. Tis in, 
deed a reaſonable Inference, that becauſe 
the Apoſtles inflituted this Ordinance, and 
the Primitive Churches rigorouſly ob. 
ſerv'd it, and conſequently that at that 
Time it was the beſt and moſt adyantz. 
geous Inſtitution for the Church, there 
fore Circumſtances remaining the ſame, 
that is, as long as it continues the beſt 
apparent Inſtitution, it ought to be invio- 
lably and religiouſly maintained. But to 
ſay that becauſe the Apoſtles inſtituted an 
Ordinance, which was the beſt for the 
Church at the Time of its Inſtitution, 
therefore that Ordinance is to be obſer. 
ved even when Circumſtances are ſuch 
that tis the worſt and moſt detrimental 
Ordinance: the Church can have, is an 
Argument only worthy of the Hickess 
and Leſlies of the Age. 

"AND as certainly as the Tempers of 
ah Men and Times are not the ſame, fo 
certainly could not the Apoſtles deſign, 
that an Inſtitution adapted to particular 
Tempers and Times, ſhould te all Tem- 
pers and at all Times ever remain the 
ae. y 7 0 


ent! RO BESIDES, 


7 


* | Deftruins of RANIO TON. 13 
BzSsID ES, fram the ſuppoſed? Perpe- 


tuity of this - Inſtitution, a Conſequence 
will naturally reſult, which will overturn 


the Foundation of all Civil Governments z 
the Deſtruction of which, we are ſure, 
the Apoſtles could never deſign. For as 
jt implics an entire Independence of the 


State, and is a diſcretionary Act of the 
Biſhop, independent too himſelf (for a 
divine Inſtitution is not cognizable by the 


Civil Power) it follows that the Govern- 


ment can exact no legal Security for the 


Behaviour of the Clergy, but what they 
themſelves are pleaſed to give; that it can 


impoſe no Oaths, Subhſcript ions, nor De. 


clarations upon them, nor can controul 
them in the full Exerciſe. of their Fun- 
Aion, in what manner; they ſhall judge 

convenient: Conſequently they are not 
reſtrained by any legal Ties, from ſecret 
Treaſon, or open Rebellion: Ne Civil 
Deprivation can ſtop their Mouths; their 
Office and Character extends over all Men, 
and to all Nations, and ſubmits to. no 

Authority upon Earth. 1 

THIS is indeed to divide a Kingdom 

againſt itſelf, to ere Imperium in impe- 
710 with a Winel, to reduce Civil So- 


cie ties 
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cieties into à State of Nature, to refuſe 
Tag oh to whom Tribute is due, Cuſtom 
to whom Cuſtom, Honour to whom Ho. 
mour; this is to diſpenſe with every Souls 
being ſubject to the higher Powers, to lay 
the Honour of Majeſty in the Duſt, to de: 


ſpiſe. Dominions and _ E wa of _— 


nities. 

 IKnow tis a Poſition of Dean Hickes*, 
That mo Doctrine is to be rejected for ' 
the Severity of its Conſequences. But to 
make this:Poſition true, it is neceſſary 
that the Doctrine from which ſuch Con- 
ſequences reſult ſhould firſt be proved B 
for when the pretended Doctrine is un- 
certain, and equally probable of each ſide, 


the Severity of its Conſequences is the 


greateſt Pre ſumption againſt it; but when 
the Conſequences are ſuch, that they ab- 
ſolutely deſtroy other, even ſelf evident, 
Doctrines, that pretended Doctrine muſt 


of Courſe fall to the Ground. 


Tus is it, I think, manifeſt EY 
Coatradiftion that Epiſcopal Ordination 
was not inſtituted by the Apoſtles for a 
eg and ann Ordinance. 


1 3 " 8 Ad. *” — 82 
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* Anfoer to The Rights of the Chriſtian Church. 
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2. Tur — 8 why Epiſcopal 


Ocdination is ſuppoſed an Eſſential Call 


to the Miniſtty, is, that it conveys to 


thoſe, upon whom it is conferr'd, ſome 


neceſſary Roquilite: for the n of the 


Mine 5; 54 Tr” 


. I KNow no. 4 Requilhe: Gow? PR 


Work of the Miniſtry, than Piety and 
Learning. The firſt diſpoſes us to be ſe- 


rious, devout, and conſcientious in the 


Diſcharge of our Duty; the ſecond ſtores 


our Minds with uſeful Knowledge, fur- 
niſnes us with Materials to dictate, with 


Elocution to perſwade, and with Examples 


to propoſe, but does Epiſcopal Ordina- 


tion confer either of theſe upon us! Does 
Piety or Learning follow the Impoſition 
of Hands? Does either Ignorance or Im- 
morality flee at the Biſhop's Approach. 
| In the Times of Inſpiration indeed and 


when the Working of Miracles was a 
neceſſary Qualification for a Miniſter of 


Chriſt, the Apoſtles, as Men commiſſion- 
ed by the Holy Spirit, by an immediate 
Communication of the ſame Spirit, or- 
dained others to ſucceed them in the Mi- 
niſtry, which could not be ſupply'd with- 


p71 . out 


/ 


is The Traditions of thiCunney 
out thoſe e&ttaordinary Helps, and Aſſi- 
ſtances, which were convey'd to them by 


the Impoſition of Hands, 
Bur nov that Mitacles have fail'd, 8 


Inſpiration is no more, what have we to 
do with extraordinary Helps and Aſſiſtan - 


ces? Can we expect the all-wiſe. God to 


confer an extraordinary Grace fot an or- 


dinary, tho important, Work? 


Do any of us feel any other Motionz 


of the Spirit than à ſerious and devout 
Thoughtfulneſs, for the Work we have 
undertaken, which is indeed (as all other 


good Thoughts are) the ordinary opera- 


tions of the Holy Spitit? Do any of us 
mean any other Motion when we profeſs 
ourſelves moved by the Holy Ghoſt at ont 


Ordination? Do we not ſtill find ours - 


ſelves Men of like Paſſions with our Lay. 


Brethren, ſabje& to all the Frailties and 


Infirmities of humane Nature? 


Nor do I apprehend, that that Pro 
. miſe of our Lord to his Apoſtles, Lo I 
am with you always even unto the end of 
the world *, implies any extraordinary 
Aſſiſtances to be a to the Miniſters 


4 
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. Matth, xxvili. 20. 
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of the Gobpel, or any ene, Call to 
the Miniſtry 3 but only, that wherever = 
two or three, are gathered together in our 
Saviour s Name, there is he in de _ 
of them: | 
Tunus does Epiſcopal Ordination con- 
vey nothing to thoſe upon whom tis 
conferr d as a Nequiſi ite for the Work of 
the Miniſtry. . a 
So that from what has han ſaid] we 
may, without. any Abſurdity, conclude; 
that tho Epiſcopal Ordination be an ex- 
cellent Inſtitution, tis no divine Ordi- 
nance, nor eſſentially neceſſary to the 
Chriſtian Church. I know it will be ob⸗ 
jected that I have the whole Authority 
of the Primitive Fathers againſt me, who 
always ſpeak of Epiſcopacy as of a Di- 
ſine Ordinance, of perpetual Obligation. 
Bur 1 ſhall take very little Pains to 
confute an Objection, drawn from the 
Sayings of Perſons, in Favour of an Oe- 
conomy they lived under. Tis natural ; 
for all People to like theit own Con- 
ſtitution beſt, and to ſpeak of it in the 
moſt pompous Manner. Beſides, why 
might not they be biaſs'd by the ſame 


Wars n of Honour and 
Grandeur, 
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Grandeur, that we are? Why might not 
they err out of too furious a Zeal, as 
ſome of us have done? But what, if moſt 
of thoſe Sayings we quote with ſo much 


Triumph, ſhould imply no ſuch Thing as 


the perpetual Duration of Epiſcopacy; 
and no more than that Epiſcopacy was 


the ſettled Oeconomy of the de e 


that Time ? 


I Do not know a Mete ape kr. 
preſſion than that of St Ignatius, Let ns 
bone meddle with any Thing, tho ever fo 

convenient for the Church' without the 


Biſhop x. Suppoſe this, if you pleaſe, to 


be a Prohibition, that no one take upon 
himſelf the Office of a Miniſter, tho his 


Miniſtry be ever ſo neceſſary for the 


Church, without the Biſhop' s Ordination: 
What can it imply but that Epiſcopal 


Ordination was at that Time tlie ſettled 
means of ſending 2 imo Clrif's 
Vi zncyard? ö 4 5 


I Know acting more is implied ts. 


| that neee of St Cyprian, Farewel my 
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&; F $xxAnoiav. Ig. Ep. ad Smyr. cap. viii. 
Actum eſt de Epiſcopatis Vigore, & de Eccleliz gu- 

Ponds ſublime & divina Poteftats. {Pd ad Corn. 59. 
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neceſſary. 


what I have before ſaid with relation to 
Epiſcopacy, is ſupported and confirm d 


Realm; and by our on Oaths and Sub- 
{criptions, who have over and over ac- 


Cauſes and over all Perſons, Eccieſi aftt- 
cal and Ciuul, to be ſupreme Governour.- 


Legilature, 


* . 
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Papacy, and the ſublime and divine Power 
of governing the Church, And I: could 
ſew the ſame of moſt of the other Ex- 
pteſſions that have been quoted to this 
— would Time permit, or were ie 


To have done then with this Head; * 
by the known Laws and Statutes of the 


knowledged'the Kings Majeſty in all 


The: Proceedings of the Legiſlature im- 
| ply-an abſolute Power to appoint whae 
Rules and Orders in the Church they 
| ſhall: judge moſt convenient. Such is 
Epiſcopal Ordination at this Day; ne- 
ceſſaty indeed, but only as tis the beſtr 
apparent Inſtitution and . wm oF the | 


Seed, To bew whey Ob | 
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and that in two "Reſpoth 
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| | 'L A Pawn of making 1 Laws and 
4 Canons. [24 700, 

i." 1 A; Powen of authoritative Abſo. 


lation and 8 But 


1 e they claim a Pawer: of makin | 
Laws and Canons. n bat <1 


5 N abe e of the Chinch —— 
Gan was confined ta Corners, and 
Believers were few and incanſtant, while 

the Princes and Emperors of the World 
continued Pagans and Perſecutors, the 
Heads of the Church had undoubtedly a 
Dover of making ſuch Rules and Laws, 
as were neceſſary for Deecncy and Order, 
andito.confiric all; who were admitted in 

to their Society, to the ſtriect Obſervange 
thereof. 5 78 t 

| Laws are as neceſſary for the Church 

as the State, when therefore the ſapreme 
Powers would: rake no Care about the 
a Church, but only to perſecute and annoy 
it, tuns, — 2 Laws ſhould be 
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. made by thoſe, who were ſer over it in 
a the Lord: This gave Riſe to the ancient 
N Canons and Apoſtolical Conſtitutious, which 
1 have long been ſo famous in the World, 
N But when Kings and Emperors once be- 
came Chriſtians, the Church of courſe 
: began to incorporate with the State, and 
t the Power of making Laws reverted back 
J gain to the old Fountain. 
1 To the Clergy indeed was generally 
* left the Management of ſuch Laws, as 
concern'd the Church; but it was only - 
by Permiſſion from the Civil Power, and 


4 
| in them the n and Execution 
; ſtill reſted, 


have a Power of making Laws and Ca- | 

nons independent of the Civil Powers, 

j if they can aſſemble together in Convo- | 
- WW cation, when and where they think pro- 
q per, ro enquire into Offences and regu- 
; late the Church, they are ſo far from be 

. ing Subjects, that they are really the . 

' Preſidents and Princes of the Earths 
Kings of temporal Kings, to whom all 
Mankind are Subjects. If they can do this, 

E what ſhould hinder them from unthron- - 
L ing e What Souls hinder them 


— — — — 


| from 


| Ir indeed. the Clergy r any Nation | 
: 
| 


We 


1 22 The 7 ali, of the CLE ITTTY 


from making Laws contrary to Laws, a 
overturning Nations at Pleaſare? It is 4 
mere Scholaſtic Quibble to lay, that all 
their Lays, and Canons relate only to 
Spirituals, and that they pretend to no 
temporal Juriſdiction: For, a Sanction of 
Rewards and Puniſhments, is eſſential to 
every Law; and every external Ad, in 
order to the enforcing a Law, whether it 
be Excluſion from the Communion, a 
temporary Penance, or i formal Recanta- 
tion, is as much 2 temporal Puniſhment, 
as] Impriſonment o or Death, Af they Cay. 
their Laws are only about the Spiritual; 
and everlaſting EU of thoſe committed 
to their Care I ſay, axe all Lays 
Whatſoever. % if the Civil Power can! 
make as 80 od Laws for this End, AS, 
tis po! ble for the Clergy. to do; to 
aſſert | this "Power, is to, multiply Cauſes, 


. | for a ſingle E Effect, 2 monſtrous unpolitical 


Scheme, which i in other Caſes the : Clergy 
will not allow reaſonable.” : W hat the 
Lays of England have A SIAN in HR 
Ca le, 1, — not Mention. Nr e 
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"BE anthertstbe Abſolution aud Ex- 
communication, the Clets ſometimes 
mean an abſolute Power of admitting in- 
to, or excluding from, the Kingdom of 
Heayen, whom they think proper; at G- 
ther Times 4 Power of admitting them 
into, or excluding them from, their So- 
cker upon Earth, in 2 judici: An 

Ix the former Cafe; I have ehen be. | 
fore they have no Authority, but what 
they detive' from the Civil Power; as it 
appears likewiſe from the Procedute of 
al our Eccleſiaſtical Courts. 
0188 theater, 1 ſhall Hei 10 lr, f in 
2 fe Words. 

As God has frequently Ar: in 


Scripture upon what Conditions Man- 
kind ſhall be ſaved or damn d, it can ne- 


ver be in the Power of any created Be- 
ing to diſappoint his eternal Putpoſes. 
Whether the Conditions of Salvation re- 
quited by God: de performed or no, is 
en, only: unte him, and to thoſe aſ- 
8 ſiſted 
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24 The Traditions of ul the er 
ſiſted by his divine Inſpiration. For which 
reaſon the Apoſtles were endued with a 

Power of remitting and retaining Sins, 
as declarative of God's s juſt Judgments, by 

_ Virtue of their infallible Knowledge. But 

would ſhort · ſighted Men claim this Power, 

which only appertains to lofallibility 3 
Would he ſet himſelf in the Apoſiles 
ſtead, with all his Ignorance and Infic, | , 
mitics? Nay rather would not he ſet him- 
ſelf above, not only the Apoſtles, but 
even that God himſelf, in whom he lives, 
moves and has his Being? Would he 
wreſt the Scepter out of the Almighty's 
Hand, extort his Prerogative from him, 
and damn or ſave, FOR: he has not 
damn d or yd. 

CoUuLD the hapleſs Flocks, committed. 
to the Charge of ſuch, be once made to 
ſwallow this horrid ' Deluſion, . there is 
nothing wanting to eſtabliſn the tyranni- 
cal Domination of Rome; our Revenues 
would ſoon pour in Millions upon us, 
and our Authority riſe eee _ 
the Powers of the Earth. 1 

Wourp the Clergy be but once @ 
moderate as to mean no more by this 
than a conditional Abſolution and Excom- 


munication, I 


— 


i WF | i; 
K.“ 
A 


| Mercy, and the Merits 
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munication, we would not diſpute ar rev 
But then of what Uſe would 
ſuch a Power in the Church be} Shall 


not every honeſt conſcientious Chriſtian, 


who endeavours to walk worthy F hir 
Calling, with 4 lively Faith in God's 

of his" Saviour, 
obtain a full Pardon and Forgiveneſs f 


his Sins, withour the Prieft's Abſolution? 


Or ſhall not che wicked, without the 


Thunder of his Excomminication, reccive 


the due Reward of all his Sins! 
I SHALL now beg leave ro conchade 7 


with a. N Wa, "by way of A 
vice. #13 QI —D9? 
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before faid, the Work of the Miniſtry is 
doubtleſs a great and important Charge, 
and in the Management of which is re- 
quired the niceſt Care and Caution. We 


are ſent to teach and take Care of the 


wandring Flock of Chriſt, (and Ws be 


not to aggrandize ourſclves at their Ex- 


Superſtition.” We are appointed the Srew- 


ords of God's Houſboid, to give his Ser- 


| nen n Meut in du: Seaſon and Mea- 


1 ſar 4 2 


26 The Traditions of the CERT 
ſure, and if we perform not this Charge 
as becomes faithful Stewards, our Maſter 
| has threaten'd to cut us in Pieres, and 
1d give us our ee "60 the Dube 
p 3 ESE 
bs LET us then fer abour the Buſinek, 
we are appointed to, in good Earneſt, MW | 
not with Eye. Service, as Pleaſers of our. 4 
3 ſelves, but as the Servants of God. Let ; 
1 As make the Holy Scriptures, the Rule 
" of all our Actions and Labours in the 
Lord. Let us beware of thoſe falſe Do- 
ctrines and Traditions that have given ſo 
much Offence to Religion. They may 
L ſerve indeed to create a ſuperſtitious 
Awe in the weak unthinking Part of 
Mankind, but, with all ſober and viſe 
Men they only reflect Scorn and Con- 
tempt upon ourſelves. They will certain - 
ly one Day riſe up in terrible Judgment a 
gainſt us, for the Miſchief we have done 
with them in the Church, and the Diſ. 
honour we have caſt upon God. Tis this 
- Aﬀecation of Power and Grandeur, has 
raiſed us ſo many Enemies in the World, 
and gave Occaſion to a late attempt up- 
on us, at the Thoughts of which we may 
yet tremble. Would we change this 
N 5 haughty 
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| Defratiive of Ruur6 10m; 0. 25 5; 
SS Note in Time, * habe y 5 | » 
| Friends ſufficient left us to ſtem the Fu- -» _ 
ry of deſigning Men, and to fruſtrate 
all their Endeavours, Would we yet $a M5, 
take heed to the Miniſtry to which we 
are called, God, even our own. God would | 
give us his Bleſſing, and happy is that r 
Servant, whom his Lord, when he cometh - - Zool 
ny find 185 doing 99 Which, A» x : : 4 


"Noe A a 1731. f 
N. B. Mr Aus EN, Bookſeller in St Paul's 
Church- yard, has the intire Collefion of MSS. 
Sermons, of feveral eminent Clergymen lately © 
| drceas'd, left with bim to be fold for the Benefit 8 
F their Wi dows ; and be likewiſe grves Notice, -—_. 
that be will buy MSS. Sermons, provided they 
bave never been 7 e. % | 
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